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e t o t h e fi rs t e d i t i o n
My aim was to write a book which was short rather than long. Hence I chipped away at each chapter in order to reduce its length. At the same time I tried not to make the story too tight, too abbreviated: I did not want it to taste like condensed water.
I divided this history of Victoria into three parts in order to give more weight to that kind of social history which we often neglect. The first part examined Victoria from the coming of the Aboriginals to the end of the boom in the early 1890s. The second part looked at
